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Harding students, faculty attend World Missions Workshop 
By Amanda Rush 
Bison staff writer 
0 ne hundred twenty eight Harding students at-tended the World Mis-
sions Workshop at Oklahoma City 
University, Oct. 14-17, according 
to Dr. Monte Cox, professor of 
Bible. 
"God's Heart for the Nations; 
Standing on the Threshold" was 
the theme for the 40th annual 
workshop. 
The conference brought to-
gether those who have been mis-
sionaries in the past, those who are 
missionaries now and those who 
are interested in mission opportu-
nities. 
"There was so much experi-
ence there with all the people who 
are or have been missionaries," 
said Sarah Randolph, senior. 
Each day contained classes, 
prayer and praise time as well as 
opportunities to informally meet 
missionaries who are currently in 
the field . 
The keynote speakers for this 
year's workshop were Billy Wil-
son, from Scotland, Mladen 
Jovanovic from Zagreb, Croatia, 
Rex Boyles and Glenn Boyd. 
Shawn Daggett, associate pro-
fessor of Bible, said that 
Jovanovic's speech was probably 
the most touching of all the lec-
tures he heard. 
Daggett said that Boyle's lec-
ture" A Heart for the Nations" was 
also one of his favorite classes that 
he attended. 
"He told the story of the entire 
Bible and continually asked the 
question 'Does God have a heart 
for the nations?' throughout the 
duration of the class," he said. 
Almost all the classes at the 
workshop were taught by former 
or current missionaries. 
Some of the classes focused on 
specific evangelistic opportuni-
ties, some taught basic mission 
principles and others focused on 
how to minister to people in the 
United States. 
Randolph, who attended the 
workshop for the first time, said 
her favorite class discussed pov-
erty and ministries to the poor in 
America. 
"The teacher talked about how 
you minister by being a friend, 
and how it's a reciprocal friend-
ship," she said. "You aren't just the 
rich person helping out a poor 
person," she said. 
Several Harding professors in-
cluding Daggett, Cox, Gordon 
Hogan, Dr. Bill Richardson and Dr. 
Ross Cochran, also taught classes 
at the workshop. 
In addition, one of the high-
lights of the workshop was the 
annual missionary send off on Sat-
urday evening led by Cox. The 
send off was for missionaries and 
mission teams that will soon be 
leaving to go into the field. 
Involved in the send off were 
missionaries to Siberia, Germany, 
Togo, Honduras and the Nether-' 
lands. 
For many, the best part of the 
workshop was the fellowship . 
"My wife and I got to visit with 
friends that we went to Harding 
with who have been in the mission 
field since we graduated," 
Photo 
Members of the Delta Gamma Rho social club welcome inductees on bid day, 
last Sunday. Induction week will conclude with tonight's activities. 
Photo by Jenny Ruhl 
Participants of the World Missions Workshop, held in Oklahoma City, Okla., Oct. 14-17, sign a banner hanging on 
the fence that surrounds the 1995 Oklahoma City bombing site. Nearly 130 Harding students attended the event. 
Daggett said. "We hadn't seen 
them since 1982." 
Daggett, who was a missionary 
in Italy for ten years, also said that 
going to the World Missions 
Workshop is an encouragement. 
"Being with people who are 
fresh from the field renews our 
own zeal and intensity for sharing 
the gospel," he said. 
Not only does the workshop 
provide fellowship and interac-
tion, but it is an excellent way to 
bring the mission field to college 
students, according to Kevin 
Smith, senior. Smith and his wife, 
Tassie, have committed to going 
to Saint John, New Brunswick, 
Canada after graduation. 
"It was a good chance to see 
just how many people had com-
mitted themselves to serving God 
in a foreign country, as well as to 
meet others who are making that 
commitment now," Smith said. 
As part of the workshop, stu-
dents were given the chance to 
visit the site of the 1995 Oklahoma 
City bombing Saturday morning. 
"It was really emotional for us. 
Every time hear about it, it just 
pulls at my heart," said Bobby 
Hartzog, sophomore in an inter-
view in the Oklahoman. 
Next year's workshop will be 
held at Western Christian College 
in Manitoba, Canada. It will be the 
first time the workshop is held 
outside of the United States.™ 
Induction week activities to wrap up tonight 
By Mark Bannister 
Bison staff writer 
Induction, pledge books, mi-
nor dates and club traditions. 
Those words are responsible for 
many stressful days and late 
nights this week. However, it will 
all be over soon, as tonight marks 
the end of induction activities. 
After five weeks of mixers and 
visitation, the first official day of 
induction week began Sunday at 
2 p.m., when resident assistants 
(R.A.s) across campus handed out 
the club bids. 
"I was so happy when the R.A. 
on my wing gave me the bid say-
ing I was accepted. I was really 
nervous while I was waiting for 
it, but I'm glad I was accepted to 
pledge Sig Phi Mu," said Kelly 
Mueller, freshman. 
"During the wait I always 
knew I was going to pledge Sig 
Phi," she said. "All of the girls in 
the club are exceptionally nice 
and it really felt like it was the 
right club for me." 
The activities lasted the entire 
week. Many clubs highlighted dif-
ferent traditions or values every 
night. 
"During induction week, we 
stress the five aspects of our club-
sisterhood, service, scholarship, 
devotion to God and unity," Mel-
issa Tittle, vice president of Kappa 
Gamma Epsilon, said. "Each night 
focuses on a different value and 
all the activities that we do tie di-
rectly into that value." 
Although some of the events 
are serious in nature, others are 
planned simply for fun. 
"We planned all kinds of things 
for the week, from a service project 
on Monday, to some messy games 
on Tuesday and a shaving cream 
fight between us [Sigma Phi Mu], 
Theta Beta Kappa and OEGE on 
Thursday," Amanda Thomas, jun-
ior, president of Sigma Phi Mu, 
said. 
"We planned a lot of projects, 
like Thursday's annual joust on 
the front lawn which always 
draws a crowd, the club Olympics 
on Tuesday and some games on 
Monday," Jeff Goff, president of 
Knights, said. 
Club members regard the week 
as a time to get to know each other 
and build friendships, according 
to Goff. 
"As the week continues and 
the pledges participate in more 
activities together they won't help 
but get to know each other better," 
Goff said. 
However, along with the cur-
rent members and each other, the 
pledges also become acquainted 
with the queens and beaux of the 
different clubs. 
The entire week's activities cul-
minate tonight. While most clubs 
would not release specific details 
about their planned activities, 
they did promise that it would be 
an enjoyable night. 
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Just some thoughts .•. extreme sports too risky 
r 
As its name suggests, 
BASE jumping is just one 
of the recently popular-
ized extreme sports. 
In fact, with 46 deaths 
in the last 18 years, accord-
ing to the Sept. 6 issue of 
TIME magazine, BASE 
jumping has become the 
most dangerous sport. It is 
Last Saturday ii1 an ef-
fort to protest a ban 
placed on the sport of 
BASE, an acronym for 
building, antenna, span 
(bridge) and earth (cliffs), 
jumping from El Capitan 
Peak in Yosemite Na-
tional Park, Jan Davis, 60, 
and four others set out to 
prove the sport's safety. 
They supposed that by Elizabeth R. Smith 
also one of the most popu-
lar. 
successfully BASE jump- Bison editor 
ing, officials might con-
sider lifting the ban on the relatively 
young sport that encourages partici-
pants to jump from any number of 
heights protected by only a parachute. 
However, Davis' demonstration did 
just the opposite as her jump took a 
deadly tum after her parachute failed 
to open causing her to literally plum-
met more than 3,000 feet to an untimely 
and ironic death. 
Davis is not alone. 
Chance McGuire, 25, a 
seasoned BASE jumper 
summed up his desire for the extreme 
sport by comparing it to more tradi-
tional sports. 
"Football is for pansies," said 
McGuire. "What do you need all those 
pads for? This sport [BASE jumping] 
is pushing all the limits. I have a friend 
who calls it suicide with a kick." 
McGuire (who has obviously never 
seen an A-team club football game be-
tween fi~rce women's social clubs at 
Harding University) is among the thou-
sands who are flocking to all extreme 
sports including free-style snow skiing, 
competitive skate boarding and rock 
climbing. 
Although I have occasionally found 
myself daydreaming about skydiving 
and paragliding, reality always inter-
rupts such fantasies. After all, I was the 
child who climbed the ladder to the 
high-dive five times before I actually 
jumped off; and the five-year-old who 
screamed so loud on the log ride at a 
Six Flags amusement park that I had 
to be physically removed by an ado-
lescent ride operator. 
So while there is hardly any danger 
of finding myself (or most people) at 
the edge of a cliff strapped to a para-
chute, it seems that the attitude of ex-
treme sports is creeping past recre-
ational activities and into all comers of 
society. 
Wall Street day trading takes the al-
ready risky business of buying and sell-
ing stock to a new level, and according 
to TIME, uninhibited drug use is again 
on the rise. Risk and excitement have 
become our society's legal addiction. 
Admittedly, less than a century ago, 
driving an automobile may have 
seemed like an extreme sport, and trav-
eling in airplane was truly a death de-
fying feat. 
But these risks had a larger purpose 
than just fun, they advanced society. 
"I was in the Marines and Vietnam, 
and fire fighting is like the war," said 
Captain Pat Brown, as quoted in TIME. 
"If a life is in there, you go in, you get 
them out - even when your body is 
burning up and you are fighting the 
natural urge to run. We don't do this 
for sport or thrills or money. You're 
risking your life to save somebody." 
There are things indeed worth risk-
ing your life for. A rapid descent down 
the side of a mountain and an adrena-
line rush in the name of" sport" just are 
not included in that list. 
A trip to Opera Memphis, an escape from the everyday 
Picture a volumous, 
decorative room filled 
with important-looking 
people decorated in 
evening gowns and tux-
edos. Visualize dignified 
old men with their digni-
fied wives; well-dressed 
businessmen and women, 
cell phones in tow; and 
society movers and shak-
forms because it combines 
music, poetry, dance and 
drama. 
ers working their charms. Neil Chilson 
Opera does not attempt 
to remain true to the man-
ner of life's events, but in-
stead concentrates on life's 
themes and ideas. It is 
freed by this abstraction to 
use many-different meth-
ods to communicate to its 
audience. 
Now imagine all these Bison guest columnist When well-done, an op-
era is able to deliver a co-magnificent, classy people 
laughing together at jokes from Austin 
Powers. 
Hard to imagine, isn't it? Such an 
odd juxtaposition of high culture and 
pop culture presented itself to me as I 
watched the recent Opera Memphis' 
production of The Barber of Seville. As I 
am not an expert on opera or Austin 
Powers, I dare not declare that the two 
should never meet. 
However, for me, these pop culture 
references strained an illusion that my 
friends and I had tried hard to build. 
For my friends and I, going to the 
opera is a big deal. 
Student life in Searcy is mostly com-
monplace and we treasure a chance to 
dress our best, spend more money than 
we have, stroll the streets of a big city 
and pretend. 
We buy tickets and ties, make travel 
plans and restaurant reservations and 
arrange after-opera activities. All this 
adds to the perception that the night 
will be a special event, an escape from 
our everyday life as college students 
and the culture that surrounds us. 
Opera seems uniquely suited to pro-
vide the escape from everyday life for 
which my friends and I were hoping. 
It is perhaps the richest of the theater 
medic or tragic message very effec-
tively, but needs a strong coherence 
among all of its parts as well as an au-
dience that appreciates and under-
stands the goals of operatic abstraction. 
As my friends and I sat in the elegant 
Orpheum Theater in Memphis, The 
Barber of Seville seemed to have every-
thing needed to be a good opera. The 
story, which has proven popular ever 
since its first performance in 1816, pits 
a crafty town barber and a love-struck 
count against an grotesque old doctor 
who wishes to marry his young ward 
because she is rich. 
The performers were generally sat-
isfactory, and in the case of Ryan Allen's 
delightfully evil Don Basilio, exem-
plary. The orchestra was also excellent, 
playing Rossini's score beautifully. The 
sets and lighting were both well done. 
As far as an appreciative audience, I 
believe my friends and I were well-pre-
pared for, and even expecting the more 
abstract, mentally engaging form of 
entertainment that characterizes opera. 
However, the Opera Memphis stage 
director threatened both the coherence 
of the opera and the value of the 
audience's preparation by including 
several pop-culture references to the 
recently popular Austin Powers movies. 
The Dr. Evil pinkie-to-lip gesture 
and repeated "zip it" shush were amus-
ing, but only because they were so ab-
surdly out of place. 
Listening to the crowd laugh around 
me, I suddenly found myself laughing, 
too, but at the interesting ironical twist 
on the evening- while my friends and 
I had hoped to "escape" our culture, 
the so-called elite of Memphis were 
delighting in it. 
It was as if someone was saying to 
us, "there is not as much of a difference 
between high society and pop-culture 
as you might think. There is no You and 
Them, only an Us." 
And that is, as the Figaro, the Bar-
ber of Seville, might have said, "groovy, 
baby." 
Elitists should not judge 'Sensation' 
Editor's note: This letter is in response to the "Just some thoughts ... 'Sensation' is 
not an art form" column in the Oct. 8 issue of The Bison. 
The events surrounding the work 
of Chris Olifi have been greatly ex-
aggerated, and the concensus of the 
public has been skewed by the mis-
representations handed down from 
the political figureheads and social 
monarchs who are feeling heat from 
an acute group of ultra-conservative 
lobbyists. 
Many of these political war-cries 
against Olifi's work come from 
people who most likely have not yet 
even seen his paintings. 
To begin, "Sensation" is not a one-
man show, it is a collection of ap-
proximately 1,500 pieces by an ar-
ray of artists which have been as-
sembled by Charles Saatchi, the Brit-
ish advertising magnate. 
Furthermore, the greatest injus-
tice to Olifi's work, "The Holy Vir-
gin Mary," results from the way in 
which the painting is described. At 
first mention, all we hear of the 
painting is that it depicts Jesus' 
"Holy" mother splattered with feces. 
When given only this, the image we 
conjure is most likely going to be 
negative. However, Olifi's work is 
not the same as this imagined im-
age. 
The painting is not realistic, it is a 
symbolic and decorative abstraction. 
Olifi uses elephant dung as a me-
dium, just as other artists may use 
coffee beans or ashes. 
Finally, the meaning we have en-
grafted into our imagined construct 
of Olifi' s work is completely off-cen-
ter. His purpose is not mockery of 
Mary. 
Olifi's desire is to ground his im-
ages and his subjects physically and 
culturally into the natural landscape. 
His use of elephant dung brings 
Mary down to our earthly level; it 
defeats the Catholic idea of her 
equality, or perhaps, superiority, to 
God and Jesus. 
Olifi's work deserves a chance to 
survive on its own terms, not to be 
stamped out by a small, yet loud 
group of elitists. 
-Mick Wright, senior English major 
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Partisanship killing democracy 
Partisanship has been 
part of our political sys-
tem since the founding 
of our great nation. Par-
tisanship has kept the 
parties in line and their 
members from gaining 
too much power over 
their counterparts. 
Senate Votes 52-48 to Move 
On to Other Business, Sen. 
Mitch McConnell (R) stated 
that legislation banning 
soft money was an uncon-
stitutional infringement on 
the freedom of speech. 
buke Republican leadership, and his 
bitter words reflected the animosity 
between him and Republicans follow-
ing the impeachment trial. 
The bipartisan (two-
party) system is what 
has kept American de- Elizabeth Bratton 
mocracy alive for so Bison staff writer 
"It's a horrible piece of 
legislation. It deserves to be 
defeated and the Senate 
did the country a favor," 
McConnell said. 
On the opposing side, 
President Bill Clinton is-
"Yesterday, hard-line Republicans 
irresponsibly forced a vote against the 
Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban 
Treaty. This was partisan politics of the 
worst kind because it was so blatant 
and because of the risks it poses to the 
safety of the American people and the 
world," Clinton said, in Clinton De-
nounces Test Ban Vote, an Oct. 14 Asso-
ciated Press article. long. 
However, many believe that parti-
sanship in its present form is causing 
political upheaval. Recent issues such 
as a balanced budget, campaign finance 
reform, health care and the comprehen-
sive test ban treaty seem to continually 
make headlines as one side denounces 
the other for partisan behavior in Con-
gress. 
George W. Bush's $37 million (and 
still growing) campaign pocketbook 
has been making the news as critics say 
it is not fair to his opponents who are 
unable to raise equal amounts of 
money. His leading Republican oppo-
nent, Sen. John McCain, co-sponsored 
a bill with Sen. Russell Feingold (D) to 
bring forth a broad set of campaign fi-
nance reforms. This Senate defeated 
this bill 52-48. 
In an Oct. 20 Associated Press article, 
GOP Kills Campaign Finance Overhaul, 
sued a statement saying, "Once again, The list of battles continues. We have 
a minority in the Senate has blocked bi- seen the gun control issue become a 
partisan campaign finance reform." Republican vs. Democrat tug-of-war, 
Another recent issue -------- which has accomplished 
making headlines is the This distrust in little. 
Comprehensive Test Ban the traditional Fighting of this kind 
Treaty. This treaty would may be causing many 
have banned nuclear ex- parties is mani- Americans to question 
plosive tests forever and 
promoted nuclear disar-
mament. 
Jesting itself as a whether or not their Con-
gressman represents their 
decline in our hi- constituents or their party. 
The idea behind this 
treaty was that there is no 
need to design or de-
velop new nuclear weap-
partisan system 
altogether. 
This distrust in the tra-
ditional parties is manifest-
ing itself as a decline in our 
bipartisan system. Fifty 
ons. The floor debates on the issue 
could easily be characterized as Repub-
licans vs. Democrats. In the end, theRe-
publicans won and the treaty was re-
jected. 
This blatant display of partisanship 
prompted Clinton to come out and re-
years ago, a third party was generally 
not allowed. Now one is thriving. 
Although I do not think that our po-
litical environment will support three 
parties, I believe that one of the two 
main parties may find themselves in 
trouble very soon. 
Facing the Issues 
Is partisanship ruining legislative action in the United States Congress? 
Partisanship a necessity in U.S. politics 
After a close rejection 
of the Comprehensive 
Test Ban Treaty (51-49), 
President Bill Clinton ac-
cused the U.S. Senate of 
being controlled by par-
tisan concerns. 
I 
Senator Dick Lugar (R), 
a renowned advocate of 
arms control, led the 
charge against the agree-
ment. He quoted a nuclear 
scientist's assessment of 
maintaining our weapons 
safety without the free-
dom to test them to "walk-
The first era that comes to mind is 
the time right before the Civil War. The 
admittance of states, which would 
seem like a fairly nonpartisan thing to 
do, was subjected to a great deal of de-
bate. Accession could only be accom-
plished by balancing the admittance of 
slave states with free states. Although all 51 oppos-
ing votes came from Re-
publicans, Clinton's as-
sessment of the status of 
our Senate is greatly ex-
aggerated. Bison staff writer 
ing an obstacle course in 
the dark when your last 
glimpse of light was a 
flash of lightning back in 
1992." 
Arguments were frequently waged 
in Congress on the expansion of slavery 
and the abolitionist movement. There 
was also a great deal of disagreement 
over whether the union or the states 
reigned supreme. George Will wrote a 
column in the Oct. 25 issue of Newsweek 
discussing the political motives behind 
the rejection of the treaty. Will said the 
decision was not motivated by politics, 
noting "opponents of the treaty com-
mitted a Washington rarity, taking a 
stand in opposition to public opinion." 
Admittedly, this does not entirely 
disprove the claim of partisanship, but 
does help us reanalyze what on the 
surface appears to be a purely political 
decision. 
It is important to acknowledge that 
many of the Republicans voted against 
the treaty not out of spite for the presi-
dent, but instead based on rational ob-
jections to it. 
Common reasons for their stance 
included the lack of accountability and 
enforcement behind the treaty, as well 
as the possible danger it posed to U.S. 
weapons safety. 
If we cannot test weapons it will be More recently, the era immediately 
next to impossible to know which following World War I displayed ram-
weapons need to be re- - - ------- pant partisanship. When 
placed or updated until Even those who be- it came time to vote on the 
we are using them in a 
war. 
Proponents of this 
plan want to use com-
puter programs to main-
tain our nuclear arsenal. 
Unfortunately, these 
programs may not be 
fully operational until 
2010, according to Luger. 
We should also keep 
the current events in per-
spective. Even those who 
believe the rejection of 
lieve the rejection 
of this treaty was a 
partisan event, 
should remember 





League of Nations, it also 
failed in the Senate. This 
action may have contrib-
uted to the collapse of Eu-
rope into the climate that 
produced World War II. 
This particular event 
does not prove that we are 
living in the greatest era of 
Congressional fighting. 
In fact, most of the Re-
publicans who objected to 
the treaty did so on ratio-
nal policy grounds. Fur-
this treaty was a partisan event should 
remember that other eras in history 
have surpassed our meager attempts at 
thermore, we can look back on history 
and see two times (prior to the Civil 
War and after World War I) when there 
was more partisanship in Congress. partisanship. 
.. 
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Blue Angels aim high 
Little Rock Air Force Base hosts air, stunt show 
By Alva Liimatta 
Bison staff writer 
The clear blue sky above the 
Little Rock Air Force Base was 
ripped open by the blue and yel-
low FA-18 attack/fighter jets fly-
ing at speeds in excess of 750 mph 
and operating maneuvers at dis-
tances as close as 40-50 feet off the 
ground during the 1999 Little 
Rock Air Force Open House, last 
Saturday in Jacksonville, Ark. 
is the world's largest C-130 train-
ing base with a population of 
5,000. The base, which opened in 
1955 and consists of more than 
6,000 acres and one runway, is the 
home of the 314th and 189th Air-
lift Wings. 
The open house had more than 
35 current and former U.S. mili-
tary aircraft on display, along with 
the Canadian Air Force CT-114 
Tudor jet trainer, a Boeing 757 and 
a C-121 Constellation. 
An estimated 250,000 people 
streamed through Vandenberg 
Gate into the base to view displays 
of military excellence featupng the 
U.S. Navy precision air demon-
stration team, the Blue Angels, 
and the U.S. Army's elite Golden 
Knights parachute team, who per-
formed precision maneuvers 
while falling at speeds of up to 120 
mph. 
Since 1946, the Blue Angels 
have performed for more than 322 
million people. In 1998 alone, they 
performed for more than 15 mil-
lion spectators. Based in 
Pensacola, Fla., the Blue Angels 
will fly 68 air shows at 36locations 
in the United States and Canada 
during the 1999 season. They are 
on the road 300 days a year. 
r ho to courtesy of the Little Rock Air Force Base 
The Blue Angels perform their "diamond" maneuver as part of the Little Rock Air Force Base Open House, Sunday, 
On Saturday, the Blue Angels 
completed more than 25 forma-
tions, including the aerobatic ma-
neuvers of the four plane "dia-
mond" and fast-paced high per-
formance of the solo pilots. At 
times, the pilots battled six times 
the force of gravity. All six jets 
combined to form the renowned 
delta formation. 
Oct. 24. More than 250,000 spectators attended the event, according to officials. 
Captain Brenda Barken, 
Deputy of Public Affairs for the 
Little Rock Air Force Base, gradu-
ated from Harding in 1994 with a 
nursing degree. 
"The only time you can see the 
Blue Angels is during an open 
house like this," she said. "It gives 
the public an opportunity to come 
out and see some awesome flying. 
These are the crea~ of the crop. 
They are specially trained to fly in 
these aircrafts and the close ma-
neuvers." 
The goal of the open house is 
to enhance the recruiting effort 
and represent the military service 
to the community. The primary 
purpose of the event is to attract 
people to the military, according 
to Barken. 
"All of the different [military] 
services are here, with their re-
cruiting staff. It [Open House] 
gives you an opportunity to see 
what the military service has to 
offer," Barken said. 
The Little Rock Air Force Base 
Dr. Bob Reely, director of the 
American Studies Institute, of-
fered a unique perspective on the 
Blue Angels. He spent 20 years in 
the Air Force, where he acted as 
an instructor pilot and a fort air 
controller during the Vietnam con-
flict. 
In fact, during his flying days, 
Reely had an opportunity to join 
the Thunderbirds, the Air Force's 
equivalent of the Blue Angels, but 
declined the prestigious offer. 
"A lot of people, who had the 
background that I did, had that 
opportunity to apply and be ac-
cepted to the Thunderbirds," Reely 
said. "The stress is the schedule 
you keep. They fly in a different 
location just about six days a 
week. They are on the road 
months out of the year and the 
stress is always high. There is a 
lot of risk associated with flying 
in the show. After I found out that 
aspect of the job, I didn't pursue 
it as a career opportunity." 
Ginny Hill, sophomore, lived 
on an Air Force base for 13 years. 
"Every year we [her family] go 
to the airshow on base and we 
watch the formations that they 
fly,'~ she said. "I usually get to 
meet one or two of the pilots and 
talk to them about what it's like 
flying." 
For other Harding students, 
like Sarah Surgent, sophomore, 
last weekend's show was the first 
time they had the opportunity to 
be at one of these events and 
watch aerial stunts. 
"The show was impressive," 
she said, "but the best part was 
talking to Blue Angel Bruce Shank, 
and hearing what he had to say. 
He was so friendly." 
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T-• .C. Thorstenson and Harvey, both of the Buffalo Express, entertain Bison fans during last Saturday's 
Homecoming football game. The two also performed at Friday night's pep rally. 
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Circle K, JOY 
Club make plans 
for Halloween 
By Justin Lacey 
Bison staff writer 
Maybe it was a white sheet 
with two eye holes that turned 
children into ghosts or the cape 
and tights that bestowed the pow-
ers of a super hero. 
No matter what the costume, 
Halloween affords the chance to 
put aside the everyday look and 
enjoy childhood by allowing the 
imagination to take over. 
This year, Harding students do 
not have to leave the imagination 
and excitement of Halloween in 
the past. 
Circle K and the JOY Club, two 
service organizations on campus, 
are sponsoring events this Hal-
loween weekend designed to take 
students back to the days of cos-
tumes, door- to- door begging and 
bags of candy. 
In this case, however, students 
have the opportunity to enjoy 
these aspects while serving God 
through service to the community. 
Members of Circle K will meet 
behind the Rhodes Field House at 
6 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 30, to dis-
perse and knock on doors in 
Searcy, repeating the familiar Hal-
loween phrase, "Trick-or-treat." 
However, instead of searching 
for candy, the students will collect 
canned goods and deliver them to 
His House, a benevolence minis-
try of the College Church of 
Christ, as part of the club's "Trick-
or-Treat for Cans" project. 
''I'm looking forward to the 
opportunity to serve the commu-
nity, while enjoying the fun of 
trick-or-treating," Alison Lester, 
junior, said. 
The JOY Club will help the chil-
dren of Searcy celebrate Hallow-
een at its "Fall Fun Festival," Sun-
day, Oct. 31, from 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
in the Harding Academy gymna-
sium. 
Children, sixth grade and un-
der, will find many activities in 
which they can participate, in-
cluding cookie decorating, a bean-
bag toss and face painting. 
Local businesses, including 
Wal-Mart and Kroger, will provide 
much of the free candy to be given 
away; while Dixie Cafe will donate 
65 free dessert coupons. 
"I'm excited about putting on 
a fun, safe Halloween alternative 
for the children of Searcy," Elaine 
Keller, JOY Club vice president, 
said. 
"When I look at how much the 
people of Searcy give us, I realize 
that events like the 'Fall Fun Fes-
tival' are a great way for Harding 
students to return the favor and 
get involved in the local commu-
nity," Danette Gibbs, sophomore 
event organizer for the JOY club, 
said. 
Liz Howell, Circle K sponsor, 
encouraged students to serve oth-
ers through organizations and 
events like these. 
Jason Burnett, Circle K presi-
dent, encouraged students to en-
joy Halloween together by taking 
advantage of this opportunity to 
serve the community. 
"By allowing students to revisit 
the childhood joys of trick-or-
treating and help others at the 
same time, the 'Trick-or-Treat for 
Cans' proves that service can be 
fun as well as rewarding," Burnett 
said. 
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President David Burks crowns 
Amanda Alton, sophomore, the 1999 
Homecoming Queen during last 
Saturday's half-time festivities. Pre-
game events included a people parade, 
featuring Alton and the entire 
homecoming court, and the rededication 
of the Ted Lloyd track. The parade 
began at 1 p.m. in fran~ of the 
Reynold's Ceriter for Music and 
Communication and ended on the 
football field. Other Homecoming 
activities included a pep rally on 
Friday night, with a performance by 
the Buffalo Express. The two also 
made an appearance at Saturday's 
football game. 
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'Titanic' rises to top with dynamic characters, music 
By Yavonda Fletcher 
Bison copy editor 
M any musicals have a strong score or excellent set design, butthey lack 
in other areas. Every once in a 
while, a musical comes along that 
blends music, costumes, choreog-
raphy, strong acting, orchestra-
tion, compelling characters and 
good sets- in other words, it has 
it all. When that happens, the ef-
fect is simply magic. Titanic is one 
of those magical events. 
My friends and I traveled to the 
Robinson Auditorium, last Friday 
in Little Rock, to see Titanic. We 
had high expectations, after all it 
did win five Tony awards includ-
ing Best Book, Best Score, Best Mu-
sical, Best Sets and Best Orchestra-
tion. We were not disappointed. 
Before I continue, I must admit 
that I was a bit skeptical about a 
musical based on a sinking boat. I 
was not sure that I would be able 
to suspend disbelief long enough 
to accept that these people were 
singing as their boat headed to the 
bottom of the Atlantic. 
I can tell you once the musical 
started, that thought never en-
tered my mind again. The emotion 
from the music and the characters 
was too real to allow my skepti-
cism. 
The musical opens with 
Barrett, the stoker, marveling as he 
asks the question, "How Did They 
Build Titanic?" He is soon joined 
by the rest of the cast and crew as 
they kiss loved ones goodbye, in-
tending to return in only two 
weeks. 
Others boarded with dreams of 
the New World and of forging a 
life in America. Many of the first-
class passengers were simply re-
turning home after a European 
vacation. Little did they know, 
most of them would never make 
it to America or see their loved 
ones again. 
I found myself aching for these 
people because I knew their fate. 
I think a major reason this musi-
cal works is due to its use of dra-
matic irony. While the characters 
are singing away about this mag-
nificent boat, we, the audience, see 
a more sinister picture because we 
already know the ending. 
The next important scene is 
"Barrett's Song." This song occurs 
in the engine room as the stokers 
frantically shovel coal to fuel the 
mighty steam engines. Although 
early in the voyage, Barrett al-
ready thinks the captain is push-
ing Titanic too hard and that they 
are going too fast. 
The nice thing about this scene, 
other than listening to Marcus 
Chait's (Barrett) fabulous voice, 
was the staging. Somehow, they 
created fire (it wasn't pyrotechnics 
either). Everytime the stokers 
added coal, the flames reach 
higher. It was an incredible effect. 
As the musical progresses, we 
meet and learn about several im-
portant characters. Barrett sends 
a telegram to his girl, asking her 
to marry him when he returns to · 
England. 
Kate McGowen, who is leaving 
Ireland pregnant and alone, finds 
acceptance and love in the arms 
of Jim Farrell. Being a brave girl, 
she even proposes to him. 
We meet Isador and Ida Straus, 
the owner of Macy's and his wife, 
who have been married for 40 
years. 
We laugh at Alice Beane, the 
gossip who longs to mingle with 
the rich, and ache for her husband 
Edgar, who loves a woman he can-
not please. 
By the time the ship strikes the 
iceberg, I was so engrossed in the 
characters' lives that 
inventive sets that earned Titanic 
the Tony award. 
In this scene, the three Kates, 
all of them from Ireland, and 
Farrell are trying to find a way out 
of the steerage section to the main 
deck. After the crash, the crew 
locked the third-class passengers 
below deck until the first and sec-
ond-class passengers could get to 
the lifeboats. 
The backdrop looks like the 
view from above 
I had forgotten most 
of them would not While the char-
a stairwell. The 
three Kates are 
lying on their 
backs, looking 
up at Jim, who is 
a level above 
them. To the au-
dience, he ap-
pears to be lying 
in mid-air. Al-
though it is hard 
to explain, the ef-
fect was simply 
incredible. 
finish the voyage. 
The scene where 
Titanic strikes the 
iceberg is quite chill-
ing (pardon the 
pun). Preceding the 
collision, the entire 
cast is singing/ 
chanting "No moon, 
no wind." It is one of 
the eeriest moments 
of the play. The 
chanting is broken 
when the lookout 
acters are singing 
away about this 
magnificent boat, 
we, the audience, 
see a more sinister 
picture because 
we already know 
the ending. The medley of 
yells, "Iceberg, right ahead." The 
collision ends the first act. 
The second act was consider-
ably shorter than the first, prob-
ably because it did not take the 
boat long to sink. However, some 
of the musical's most poignant 
scenes, as well as great staging, 
occur during this act. 
Titanic is known for its elabo-
rate sets. However, the traveling 
version could not recreate all of 
the original backdrops due to 
transportation concerns and indi-
-vidual stage limitations. The stair-
case scene gave us a taste of the 
songs as the pas-
sengers and crew scramble to the 
lifeboats was heartbreaking. 
Watching husbands and fathers 
place their wives and children in 
a boat, reassuring them that they 
would follow later, was moving. 
My heart hurt as Barrett gave 
his spot on the boat to Farrell, who 
was a fisherman by trade and 
could row the women to safety. I 
cried as Ida Straus told her hus-
band that after 40 years of mar-
riage, she would not live without 
him. 
The climax of the musical came 
during the final seconds before 
the boat sank. Although it was a 
very moving scene, I had a small 
problem with it. Andrews, the 
builder, had his big number as the 
boat was going down. 
The problem is that this scene 
took place on the deck of the ship. 
Historically, Andrews is believed 
to have died in the first-class grand 
saloon. He never attempted to 
make it to the deck. This was prob-
lematic for me only because this 
musical marketed itself as a his-
torically accurate portrayal of this 
tragedy. This scene weakened that 
position and was the only major 
flaw I saw in the production. 
The reprise of "In Every Age" 
by the survivors was wrenching. 
This song talks about the scientific 
marvel that was Titanic. A song 
that was celebratory in the begin-
ning was now tainted by tragedy. 
The finale follows that line of 
thought. As the survivors finish 
"In Every Age," the curtain rises, 
revealing the ones who were lost 
at sea. They are in the clothes they 
began the voyage in and the scene 
is a replay of the launching. 
The survivors, dressed in their 
nightclothes and blankets from the 
Carpathia, are seemingly trans-
ported back four days to the joy-
ous occasion as Titanic set out on 
her maiden voyage. 
However, the survivors replay 
this scene knowing how it all will 
end. The result is profoundly mov-
ing. 
Titanic is a wonderful produc-
tion. The combination of a great 
cast of characters mixed with dy-
namic music and interesting sets 
make this musical a must-see. 
Cotham's Mercantile serves up giant portions, down-home service 
By Sara Koehler 
Petit Jean academics editor 
The quest for a unique dining 
experience often leads people to 
remote corners in random places. 
For my friends and me, this search 
recently led us to Cotham's Mercan-
tile, located in Scott, Ark., located 
about 15 minutes from North 
Little Rock. 
U.S. Senator David Pryor, and ce-
lebrities such as Barbara Streisand, 
Cotham's has actually been in busi-
ness for more 
ence Cotham's, I ordered the hub-
cap burger, an order of onion rings 
and the Mississippi mud pie. 
Cotham's Mercantile was first 
brought to my attention when the 
media followed President Bill 
Clinton there during one of his 
return trips to Arkansas. 
I had also heard rumors about 
their giant "hubcap burger" and 
Mississippi mud pie. With all that 
in mind, we set out to discover the 
truth about Cotham's. 
than a hundred 
years. 
Cotham's Mer-
cantile first opened 
as a general store. 
The owners 
decided to use 
one corner to 
serve food, and 
soon they had 
enough custom-
ers to devote the 




is still decorated 
The hubcap burger, 
weighing in at over 
one pound of meat, 
almost occupied an 
entire plate. After 
my food arrived at 
the table, I wished 
that I had decided 
to share the burger 
with someone else. 
party had. 





ing in at over 
one pound of 
meat, almost oc-
cupied an entire 
plate. 
Once my food 
was delivered to 
the table, I quickly 
wished that I had 
decided to share 
the burger with 
someone else, as 
others in my 
Although it has recently gained 
fame through visits from politi-
cians such as Clinton and former 
as a general store, giving it a cozy, 
country atmosphere. 
Determined to fully experi-
This monster could have eas-
ily have fed two people (maybe 
w~ 
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more depending on how hungry 
each person happens to be that 
day) . 
The hubcap burger is priced at 
a little more than $6, and I was 
certainly not disappointed with 
the amount of burger that I got 
for my buck. 
Like the burger, the onion rings 
and Mississippi mud pie were bet-
ter and bigger than average an 
average serving. 
The onion rings were made 
with a tasty batter, and the des-
sert was rich and absolutely deli-
cious. 
Our waitress, the owner's 
daughter, was down-to-earth and 
extremely friendly. She referred 
to each of us as "honey" or 
"sweetie." 
She confessed to us that when 
Clinton visits it is somewhat in-









must be blocked off and everyone 
has to be cleared through several 
security checks. 
Because of the unhealthy na-
ture of the food, I probably will 
not run to Scott every weekend for 
a meal of this size. 
However, I definitely recom-
mend that every Harding student 
try Cotham's Mercantile at least 
once before permanently leaving 
Arkansas. 
This trip off the beaten path 
was a great alternative to a typical 
evening at Chili's (or some other 
chain restaurant) and a movie at 
the Tandy 10 theater, while re-
maining in nearly the same price 
range. 
Cotham's Mercantile, phone 
number (501) 961-9284, is open 
from 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. Monday- Fri-
day, and 5 - 8:30 p.m. Friday, and 
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Cross country teams 
advance to regionals 
By Casey Neese 
Bison staff writer 
The Harding women's cross 
country team won first place at the 
Lone Star Conference meet, last 
Saturday at East Central Univer-
sity in Oklahoma. Not to be left 
behind, the men's team came 
away with second place. 
The women outran 12 teams, 
earning them the title of confer-
ence champions which eluded 
them last year. 
The women's cross country 
team is led by four seniors- Katie 
Fant, Diane Grubbs, Kelly 
Lauterbach and Cheri Scharff. For 
this quartet, last Saturday's first 
place finish is something that has 
been in the making for a long time. 
As freshman, they helped the 
women's team place fourth at the 
conference meet. The following 
year they placed third at the same 
meet. Last year, these women 
were part of a team which took 
second at the Lone Star Confer-
ence meet, missing first place by 
a mere two points. 
Scharff said last year's close 
second place finish was "a disap-
pointment" and that the women's 
team was motivated by a desire 
not to let it happen again. She said 
Saturday's victory was, in a way, 
the realization of a dream. 
"Our freshman year, Coach 
[Bryan) Phillips told us that if we 
worked hard, we would be able 
to be the conference champions as 
seniors; and we did," she said. 
She said that a good work 
ethic and encouragement from 
Phillips were integral parts in their 
win on Saturday. 
"We just worked really, really 
hard," Scharff said. "Coach told us 
that God had blessed us with the 
ability to run and that it was our 
responsibility to use it." 
Due to Saturday's first place 
finish, the Harding women are 
ranked third in the region. More-
over, three team members, 
Grubbs, Scharff and Tia Tarole, 
junior, were among the top ten 
overall finishers, earning them the 
distinction of all-conference run-
ners. 
Harding's men's cross coun-
try team also earned recognition 
on Saturday. The men's team 
placed second overall, on the heels 
of nationally ranked Abilene 
Christian University. 
Jeff Langat, sophomore, and 
Jerry Maritim and Albert Tabut, 
seniors, each finished in the top 
ten, earning them the title of all-
conference runners. 
Scott Penick, junior, said he 
has noticed that team members 
are "doing well, working harder 
and performing better than last 
year." He added that this year's 
team seems to be "taking things 
more seriously, but at the same 
time havingfun." 
Next Saturday, Nov. 6, 
Harding's men's and women's 
cross country teams will compete 
in the South Central Region meet 
at Fort Hayes State University in 
Fort Hayes, Kan. 
Phillips said that both teams 
are competing for a berth at the 
NCAA Div. II National meet to be 
held, Nov. 20 at Missouri South-
ern State College in Joplin, Mo. In 
order to qualify for nationals, the 
men's team must place in the top 
five and the women must place in 
the top three at the regional meet. 
Although their competition 
will be tough, Scharff is confident 
the Bisons will do well. 
"We'll be competing for a 
spot like everyone else," she said. 
"But I'm confident that if we work 
hard and have a really good meet, 
we should make it to nationals." 
Some diamonds 
are gorgeous. 
Some are- well, 
visually challenged. 
You'll find no challenges in our store. 
]ust the gorgeous ones. Come see us. 
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The Weekly Wrap-Up 
Photo by Uaniel Uubois 
Albert Tabut and Jerry Maritim, seniors, take first _and secon~ place at the Ted Lloyd Bison Stampede, Oct. ?· Last 
Saturday, the Bisons finished second and the Lady Btsons first m the Lone Star Conference meet. Both squads Will head 
to regionals, Nov. 6. 
Let's hear it for the underdog! 
I love Rick 
Reilly. His page in 
Sports Illustrated is 
the first one I turn 
to, and his article is 
almost always my 
favorite of any par-
ticular issue. 
Yesterday's SI 
was no different. 
Titled "The Team I 
Love to Hate," 
that would allow 
only those born in 
one of the five New 
York boroughs to 
be Yankees fans. All 
others who root for 





this summer. Did you lose it? 
Don't worry. You can always re-
place it with one from the St. Louis 
Rams! 
Does it sound like I'm bitter? 
Unless my Longhorns or Rangers 
are the favored team in a certain 
match-up, I always root for the 
underdog. That means I'm usually 
disappointed when a game ends. 
Reilly's article was Landon Horton 
a full page of 




human goiters and 
be required to tum 
Do I celebrate as often as you 
Yankees fans? No. Do I proudly 
wear shirts with "Gonzaga" 
printed across the front? No. But I 
promise you I screamed louder 
when Princeton beat UCLA than 
you did Wednesday night. 
Yankee-bashing . 
Being a die-hard fan of the Texas 
Rangers, I now have the article 
taped to the wall beside my bed. 
Every time I see it, I smile. 
Just listen to this excerpt: 
"Rooting for the Yankees 
takes all the courage, imagination, 
conviction and baseball intelli-
gence of Spam. It's like rooting for 
Brad Pitt to get the girl or for Bill 
Gates to hit Scratch 'n' Win. This 
is why I'm proposing legislation 
Misty Fant 
Lady Bison 
Player of the Week 
Classification: Senior 
Major: Kinesiology 
Hometown: Memphis, Tenn. 
Favorite sport: Volleyball 
in their pinstriped underwear or 
be tossed into the East River with 
only Chuck Knoblauch to throw 
them a life preserver." 
Beautiful, isn't it? I, like Reilly, 
get a bit annoyed by bandwagon 
fans. You know who you are. You 
own a Derek Jeter jersey, a Florida 
State sweatshirt and a t-shirt pro-
claiming UConn's college basket-
ball championship. Funny, I didn't 
see you wearing your Bulls hat 
OK, maybe I am a little bitter. 
But that's just because the two best 
teams in baseball (a.k.a. my two 
least favorite teams) made it to the 
World Series. That left me with 
nobody to root for! 
Now I guess I'll just have to 
sit back and patiently await March 
Madness, the time of year when 
underdogs shine! 
Until then, Go Clippers! 
Thoughts on the season: 
"This year we've really stepped it up as players. 
I think that we've improved from last year both 
fundamentally and mentally. We have the 
confidence needed to win big games." 
Thoughts on Coach Giboney: 
"He's a really good coach. This was his first year at 
Harding, and he has truly helped us to improve." 
Goals after college: 
"In the future, I plan to teach health 
and coach volleyball." 
Admired person: 
"My dad has been a role model for me. He's always 
supported me by coming to my practices and games. 
He really helps keep my spirit up." 
Favorite quote: 
"Ability may get you to the top, 
but it takes character to keep you there." 
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Sponsored by Mazzio's Pizza 
Welcome, Arm-Chair Quarterbacks! 
Here's a chance for you, Joe or Jane Harding, to match wits 
against the Bison Sports Editor for the chance to win a large 
pizza and two drinks from Mazzio 's in Searcy. So, predict the 
winners of each game and the exact score of the tie-breaker. Then 
place this form in the Sports Challenge box in the post office 




NBA Opening Da):: 
0 Atlanta at Washington D 
0 Detroit at Miami 0 
0 Indiana at New Jersey 0 
0 Cleveland at New York 0 
0 Orlando at Charlotte 0 
0 Philadelphia at San Antonio 0 
0 Boston at Toronto D 
0 Milwukee at Houston D 
0 Golden State at Dallas D 
0 Phoenix at Denver D 
0 Seattle at LA Clippers D 
0 LA Lakers at Utah D 
D Portland at Vancouver 0 
NFL 
0 St. Louis at Tennessee 0 
0 Dallas at Indianapolis D 
Tie-Breaker: 
(guess the exact score) 
NCAA Football 
Georgia at Florida 
* Editor's picks are in bold. 




















Players and students look forward to Bisons' inaugural season 
By Amanda Rush 
Bison staff writer 
The Harding Athletic Depart-
ment will gain a new family mem-
ber next year when Franco 
Zengaro, a 1990 Harding gradu-
ate, steps in as the new men's soc-
cer coach. 
A high school coach for the 
past ten years, Zengaro most re-
cently served as the head of Searcy 
High School's men's soccer pro-
gram. He resigned from Searcy 
High this year to prepare for next 
year's season. 
"Setting up a new program is 
a challenge," Zengaro said. "I 
wanted to be able to give my full 
attention to that and recruiting for 
next year." 
Although Zengaro enjoyed 
coaching high school soccer for 
the past ten years, he said that he 
welcomed the opportunity to 
coach at Harding. 
"I've been wanting to coach 
at the college level for about five 
years," he said. 
Zengaro will take over the 
reigns from Dr. David Johnson, 
who has coached the club soccer 
teams this year. 
Johnson said he will continue 
to coach the dub team through the 
spring semester. No decision has 
been made as to whether the club 
team will continue next year or be 
added to the intramural program. 
Zengaro has seen several 
Harding students play this fall, 
and said there is a lot of talent on 
the team. 
"Many of the spaces on the 
team will be filled with students 
already here, but there will also be 
space for incoming students," he 
said. 
Tryouts for the soccer team 
will be held in late April for cur-
rent students and sometime in 
May for incoming freshmen and 
transfers. 
Zengaro said he is looking for 
three things in his players - com-
mitment, enthusiasm and talent. 
"My number one criteria for 
a player is commitment," he said. 
"I want to know that they will 
practice hard and give their best." 
Harding will face some tough 
competition in their first year of 
intercollegiate competition. Two 
of the teams in the Gulf South con-
ference are nationally ranked. 
Zengaro, however, expects to 
begin the season with high spirits 
and great support from the stu-
dent body. 
"Many of the other teams will 
not have very high expectations of 
us since we are a new team, but I 
think we will be very competi-
tive," he said. 
Zengaro said his emphasis 
next fall will be on taking things 
one day at a time and encourag-
ing the players to do their best. 
"I think it will be a good 
growing and learning year for us," 
he said. 
~--------------------~ 
Photo by Daniel Dubois 
Gerald Payne, junior, nms over a Tiger defender midway through the fourth quarter on his way to a 59-yard touchdown, 
his second of the game. The Bisons defeated East Central University 30-7 Saturday, boosting their season record to 4-
4. After a week off, they will play Ouachita Baptist University in Arkadelphia, Nov. 6. 
When we fill your prescription, 
all you have to say is ... 
"bill it to my dad." 
We're located in the 
Searcy Medical Center. 
268-3311 
Sports Jargon 
for Dummies ... 
Double Fault two service errors in a row 




(not paid) (paid) 
for the Pee-Wee Basketball 
League (2nd - 6th grades) 
Call Lisa at the Carmichael 
Community Center for more 
information. 279-10 10 
